CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
tion for the Advancement of Science in April, 1854, but not published until the following year.*'
In this paper Smith appears for the first time as the author of a general theoretical discussion of cosmical or astronomical considerations as to the origin of meteorites. His views are expressed with force and clearness. He antagonizes the notion that meteorites, as we know them from the fragments which reach the earth, are large, solid eos-mical bodies, passing through the earth ?s atmosphere with planetary velocity, and dropping small portions of their mass in their flight. He advocates strongly the lunar origin of meteorites as the most probable theory yet advanced. This view he sustains with the courage of his convictions, and illustrates by citing many interesting facts, which, in his view, go far to establish the lunar theory.
If we turn to the list of his papers in the Royal Society catalogue, we find, out of seventy-eight titles, down to 1872, there are twenty-two upon meteoric subjects, all subsequent to 1854, and of these seventeen papers were printed between 1864 and 1873, the date of the publication of his volume of papers already cited; in this volume of four hundred pages one hundred are devoted to meteorites. Succeeding these are seventeen additional meteoric papers and many on other subjects, chiefly mineralogical.
The last paper printed by Smith, 1882, was "On the Peculiar Concretions in Meteoric Iron." At the close of this paper he says he will continue the research, "if," he adds, "my health permits." It was his last work.
Smith's collection of meteorites was commenced by his purchase of the valuable collection of G. Troost, of Nash-
* Am. Jour. Set. (2) XIX, 153-332.
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